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“The Greatest of These Is Love (part 1)” 

 Study #20
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3)


An internal combustion engine must be well lubricated if it is going to run long and strong.  A few years ago, you may have seen the Castrol Motor Oil commercial on television in which the oil plugs were removed and the oil was allowed to drain out of a dozen or so engines on engine stands in a shop.


These motors - perfectly good motors! - were then started up and allowed to run with no oil.  There is nothing wrong with any of the parts.  Yet, without oil, problems developed.


The friction that is always present to some degree caused heat build-up in the absence of lubrication.  The commercial showed a heat-sensitive photograph of the inside of the engine turning through the colors of the light spectrum from yellow to red to blue.


It didn’t take long before valves stuck shut.  Piston rings scraped against the cylinder walls, reducing combustion efficiency.  The head(s) warped.  Finally, the main bearings seized, and the engine stopped.  All because of the absence of proper lubrication.


Today - and for the next couple of weeks - we are going to talk about the proper lubrication required in the Body of Christ to keep the parts and the whole running smoothly.


It should go without saying (but I’ll say it anyway) that there is friction in the church.  Friction is a given, give that we are a group of people!  We have sharp edges that rub against each other!  And, without some oil coursing through our relationships, the unavoidable friction will result in increased heat (“thermal breakdown” is the term the commercial used).


Ministries will stutter.  Service will falter.  Groups will become cliques.  Worship will become lifeless.  The church will seize.  We need oil.  We need love.


In 1973, J.I. Packer sat down to write a book about God.  As he prepared to write, he felt himself woefully inadequate for the task.  The first sentence of the Foreword to that book, Knowing God (a very wonderful book, by the way) reflects that sense of inadequacy.  It reads, “As clowns yearn to play Hamlet, so I have wanted to write a treatise on God.”

In much the same spirit I would say, “As clowns yearn to play Hamlet, so I am going to preach on love.”

I have far to go in becoming a genuinely loving person.  But, the fact that I have far to go doesn’t either surprise me or ultimately discourage me; nor should the realization that you have far to go to learn to love the way Jesus did leave you ultimately discouraged this morning, either!


We are involved in life’s most challenging task: Love well.  We are  learning to obey the greatest commandment Jesus ever gave: “Love as I have loved you.”

Progress may be slow, but it happen as we examine the oil that is provided by the Holy Spirit, that is modeled and commanded by Jesus, and that is described in all of its beauty by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 13.


Let’s take a moment or two at the beginning to understand the context in which this most famous chapter was written.

Introduction:  The Great Hymn to Love

· Reviewing 1 Corinthians..... - An “Occasional Book”


Since we have been spending a lot of time in the book of 1 Corinthians over the last several months, I won’t have much to say, here.


I will mention that this letter is what many Bible students call “an occasional letter” meaning that this letter was “occasioned” by things that were going on in the life of the church.


Paul, as an apostle, brought the full weight of his apostolic office to bear on the church’s life, addressing problem issues, rebuking sinful patterns, instructing on matters of Christian living.


Paul had met the Corinthians and established the church during his second missionary journey (as recorded in Acts 18).  This most immoral of ancient cities heard the Gospel through Paul’s preaching and saw the Gospel through his power and love.  And a number of Corinthians believed the Gospel, placing their trust in Jesus for salvation, with the result that a church was established there around AD 52.


A couple of years later, while in the city of Ephesus (cf. 1 Cor. 16:8), Paul heard about some of the problems and issues with which the church at Corinth was wrestling.  Having a deep concern for their welfare, he sat down to write (perhaps he dictated to a secretary) the letter before us.


And he did have to deal with a lot of “stuff” in this letter!  While we will be focusing on chapter 13 for three Sunday mornings, we would do well to at least remember some of the problems the Corinthian church was facing, and to which Paul gave his attention.

· Chapter 1 informed us that the church was dividing into groups and factions, evidently based on which church leader had baptized them.
  

· In chapter 5, Paul rebuked the church for being so “accepting” of a man who had sinfully and sexually “taken” his father’s wife.  Rather than accept this man, he instructed them to cast the man out of the church!

· The Corinthians were evidently taking each other to court to settle disputes (of what kind we are never told).  So, in the first few verses of chapter 6, Paul urged them to solve problems with their own brothers and sisters outside of court for the sake of testimony.

· As sexual sins abounded in Corinth, so the church was not immune to those problems, either.  The latter part of chapter 6 deals with sexual sins (whore-mongering, in particular) and with the appetites of life, generally.

· He instructed these new Christians in the art of family living in chapter 7 with some necessary words about marriage.

· In chapters 8-10, Paul dealt frontally with the Corinthians about idols, Christian liberty and weaker and stronger brothers.


Then, in chapter 11, there is a notable shift in emphasis, as Paul begins to pay more attention to church issues, to life in the setting of the local church.  He deals with propriety at worship services.  He talks about how to observe the Lord’s Supper.


And then, beginning in chapter 12, Paul starts to address spiritual gifts.

· Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians (Chapters 12-14)

Chapters 12-14 are a unit.  They explain how the church is to “work” and their main theme is the proper exercise of spiritual gifts.


Using the metaphor of the human body, Paul says that the church only functions properly when each member contributes that unique and vital “something” that only he or she can give, a ministry made possible because the Holy Spirit has gifted each Christian for service.


That last sentence would actually be a decent summary of what chapters 12 and 14 are all about - which leaves us to wonder what chapter 13 is here for.


Chapter 13 is actually sandwiched in between this two-chapter explanation of the proper utilization of spiritual gifts.  Take out chapter 13, read chapters 12 and 14 without interruption, and it reads seamlessly.


So, why chapter 13?  It isn’t required in order to understand spiritual gifts.  The essence of the teaching about the spiritual gifts is made clear in chapters 12 and 14.  The “mechanical hardware” of the church is listed and explained in 12 and 14.


And chapter 13 provides the lubrication necessary to ensure smooth operation of the Body of Christ as its members exercise their gifts.  Paul calls chapter 13 “a still more excellent way” as he deals with the primacy of LOVE.

· The “Meat” of the Spiritual Gifts Sandwich - Chapter 13!


Through the centuries, writers have waxed eloquent on this chapter’s literary beauty.  Some view it as the greatest, strongest, deepest thing Paul ever wrote.  Most everyone who reads it places it among the finest passages in all of literature.


Unfortunately, our love affair with this chapter has allowed it to be read regularly apart from its context, and apart from a passion for application - and that is a shame.


Making the phrases of the chapter “suitable for framing” or applying them to a plaque don’t make them less true.  But, treating 1 Corinthians 13 as Hallmark Card fodder may cause us to miss much and may dull the two-edged sword intended sharpness of the Spirit.


This is a beautiful chapter, in every sense of the word.  But, Paul  doesn’t intend that we admire his words.  He intends to introduce us to the life of love that Jesus lived, confront us with our own frequent lovelessness, and invite us to embrace that life of love today!


After a discussion of how the Body of Christ is to work together in chapter 12 (vv. 4-30), Paul begins that chapter’s final verse with, “But earnestly desire the greater gifts.” 


By this comment, I believe Paul is giving an invitation to pursue the more intelligible, edifying and beneficial spiritual gifts (prophecy, faith, knowledge, benevolence) as opposed to the ecstatic ones (specifically, tongues speaking).


And, before he gets to the point of specific instruction regarding those greater intelligible gifts, which is the theme of chapter 14, Paul interrupts himself to give the proper framework within which all the gifts are to function.  He says, “And I show you a still more excellent way.”


This “more excellent way” is not the way of some even better, “New and Improved!” spiritual gift than those which he lists in chapters 12 or 14.  This “Way” is LOVE, and love is not, technically, a spiritual gift at all.
  Rather, love is the path to travel as you exercise your spiritual gifts. 


Chapter 13 divides into three sections,
 and this morning, we are only going to look at the first three verses of 1 Corinthians 13.


At the end of chapter 12, there is a moment of suspense.  We read, “And I show you a still more excellent way.”  Great, Paul.  What is that way?  You can almost picture his secretary looking up from his writing with a puzzled look, wondering what more excellent way Paul has in mind.  And then Paul dictates - 

Love Is Better Than The Most Exalted Speech! (v. 1)


“If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels” (v. 1a)
  

Interpreting the Verse - What is Paul Talking About?!


The Corinthian church and tongues-speaking


When a member of the First Church at Corinth read those words, or heard them read in a worship service, he or she would immediately think of the spiritual gift of tongues-speaking.


Paul is considering a hypothetical situation here, to be sure (“If....”),
 but his hypothesis concerns a Christian exercising the spiritual gift of being able to speak in a foreign language he or she had never studied.
   

He might even have been referring to a phenomenon known as glossalalia, or ecstatic utterance, or what the Corinthians themselves referred to as “the language of angels.”


Surely, some members of the Corinthian church didn’t speak in tongues in any sense (Paul did, though, according to 1 Corinthians 14:18).  But all of them, in response to the first words of this first verse, would have readily said, “Yes, I can see the possibility that someone might speak in tongues.” 


They certainly believed that they did speak with the tongues of men and of angels.


“Tongues of men and of angels”?


There is the possibility then, that “tongues of men and of angels” refers to the gift of the Holy Spirit that enables a man or woman to speak a known language they have never studied (tongues of men) AND to the practice of glossalalia (tongues of angels).


It is also possible that what Paul had in mind was eloquence in speech on the one hand (the tongues of men) and ecstatic speech on the other (tongues of angels).


Whatever the case, Paul has got us thinking about someone who communicates powerfully - either through human eloquence or supernatural inspiration.  Now, we come to the punch line of the verse.

Applying the Verse - What is Paul Saying to ME?


Without love, verbal skills mean nothing!


“.....and have not love, I have become as a noisy gong
 or a clanging cymbal.”

A man or woman gifted with an ability in tongues, the capacity for glossalalia, or the grace of eloquence, but who has not love, is just putting on a “gong show.”  They are percussion with no rhythm.


And unfortunately, speaking with tongues and having no love were problems only too common at Corinth.


As we saw in our overview at the beginning this morning, this church had shown itself capable of speaking in tongues - AND at the same time tolerating, even endorsing, illicit sexuality, greed, and idolatry.


But, Paul didn’t put this verse in the accusing “YOU” or the impersonal third person.  He takes his own warning to heart and writes in the first person.  “If I speak with God’s voice - but lovelessly - I’m nothing but a squeaky gate!”


It is possible today, too, that a Christian might speak ecstatically or eloquently - but lovelessly.  That would be a tragedy and a travesty!


What is love? 


It is at this point that we would be well served to think about what Paul means when he uses the term, “love.”  There is certainly confusion in our world as to what love is.


The Beatles said, “All you need is love!” and then they broke up.  Love is a many splendored thing, true, but it means much more than never having to say “I’m sorry.”

Because of the rhythmical nature of these words, it would be easy to think of love as an abstraction, something airy and ethereal.  But, that would precisely miss Paul’s main concern.


For the apostle, love is the ultimate concrete commodity, and it was given tangible expression when Jesus came to die for the sins of the world.


In the words of the apostle John, “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our sins.” (1 John 4:10)


Love was not an “idea” for Paul, and it certainly wasn’t  a “feeling.”  It was not even a “motivational factor” for behavior.  It was a way of life that mimicked Jesus’ way of life.  To “have love” as Paul phrases it here, doesn’t mean to “possess love” but to act lovingly.


And, as was so evident in the example of Jesus, to act lovingly means to actively seek God’s best for someone else.  And, this is the root idea behind the Greek word Paul uses for love here, “agape” ().

Summary:  Intellectual horsepower was worshipped in Greece.  Military might was all important in the Roman world.  So where did Paul learn the surpassing value and beauty of love?


For one who had eyes to see, it would be easy to pick it out of the Old Testament.  The rabbis understood the centrality of Moses’ command in Deuteronomy 6 to love God with all of one’s heart, mind, and strength.


And the theme of love for others - justice, mercy, compassion - surfaces over and over again, especially in the Law and the Prophets.


Or, Paul may have learned the value of love from Jesus Himself, during his time of apostolic training when he was in the deserts of Arabia (note Galatians 1).  


Some have suggested that Paul even knew Jesus (he certainly would have known of Him before he was saved), or at least was in Jerusalem to watch Him die.  If so, that would explain where Paul got the idea that love was all-important.


Or, he may have grown in his appreciation of love as he experienced it in the life of the church of Jesus, as when he was rescued from an assassination plot by the believers in Damascus whom he had only days earlier been trying to kill(!), or when Barnabas had risked his own safety to welcome Paul (Saul at that time) into the fellowship in Jerusalem (Acts 9), or even when he experienced the full warmth of community for the first time in the church in the city of Antioch (Acts 12-13).


By whatever means, Paul came to put more emphasis on love than on eloquence or ecstatic speech.

He clearly put less emphasis on ecstatic utterance than the Corinthians did!  Today, we might be tempted to put primary emphasis on our ability to elucidate, enunciate, articulate and pontificate.  We can be snowed into believing that there is something commendable about saying the “right sounding” words.


If someone professes, “I love you, man!” to someone who has what they want - be it a Bud Light or lots of money or popularity or whatever - we suspect the sincerity of their words. 


That is because we all know that if we profess our love without the works to back it up, our words aren’t worth squat! I can say all the right things and only be serving my own selfish interests.


Having said that the ecstatic verbal gifts and spoken eloquence are worthless without a primary concern for the welfare of another (in other words, without love), Paul now goes on to address himself to two other things that love is better than.

Love Is Better Than Prophecy, Knowledge And Faith Put Together! (v. 2)


“And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.” (v. 2)

The Power of Prophecy and the Value of Knowledge


The first gift mentioned in verse 2 is prophecy.  The prophetic gift was granted a revered status in the early church, and rightly so.  It was the prophet who took the truth of God and expounded it for God’s people, sometimes even receiving special revelation from God.


In our own day, preachers have taken the place of prophets, as they (we) expound the Scriptures and declare God’s truth to God’s people.  Closely tied to prophecy was the gift of knowledge, for in order to prophesy effectively, one must have a working knowledge of Scripture.


Special ability to assimilate truth was a valuable gift in the city of Corinth as it also is in San Antonio.


In 1 Corinthians 3:2, Paul suggests a person who knows all mysteries.  That is, this Christian understands Christian doctrine and theology.  Nothing is mysterious to him.  He has got whatever mysteries may remain for other people wired.


He has grasped the essence of the truth about the Trinity, understands the formation of Jews and Gentiles into one body in Christ, and makes clear distinctions between supra- and sub-lapsarianism, Calvinism and Arminianism, and is able to expound Fundamental, Evangelical, Pre-Millennial, Dispensationalism.  He knows!


Our society in general and our Christian society in particular puts a high value on knowledge and the communication of that knowledge.  Bible colleges and seminaries prosper in large measure because we value knowledge.

And preaching continues to be esteemed in the church.  On a good Sunday, preaching is more than just a noisy sound.  In fact, when a preacher opens the Word of God, explains it, and then exhorts God’s people to adjust their lives to it, God’s power is unleashed in creative ways.


Continuing in verse 2, Paul goes on to mention another important spiritual gift - faith that is able to “move mountains.”

The Place of Faith in God’s Economy


This is not the faith that brings a person into a saving relationship with Jesus, but the spiritual gift of faith, a capacity to trust God for miraculous things - and then to see them actually happen!


While never forgetting that it is God who produces the wonders, this is the gift of wonder-working faith.


Throughout Scripture, faith is extolled as a cardinal virtue.  According to Hebrews 11, it is impossible to please God without faith.  


Faith is linked to a number of Jesus’ Gospel miracles, and the faith of miracle-workers was an integral ingredient in the signs and wonders performed in the book of Acts.


Throughout my life as a Christian, I have certainly come to appreciate the importance of trusting God.  Faith is seen in a moment by moment dependency and in crisis moments of pleading for God to do something awesome.


I have not arrived at being able to trust God fully, but if you asked me I would tell you that I understand that faith is really important in God’s economy.

Prophecy + Knowledge + Faith - Love = 0


Despite the importance of all three of the gifts he has mentioned in verse 2, though, Paul can say, “Prophecy, knowledge and faith may be there in abundance, but if I have not love, I am nothing.”

A man may come to a pulpit on a Sunday morning to preach, and

· if he presents his message from Scripture with a polished eloquence that rings true; and

· if he preaches passionately and accurately, with footnotes in the manuscript reflecting the latest scholarly research; and

· if his sermons are masterpieces of tight logic, irrefutable argument, and challenges to change - 

but his life is not marked by love actions, then, while his sermons may benefit the church, he, personally, is nothing.


If a man or woman is gifted with the capacity to trust God in remarkable ways, and regularly prays prayers which would make others blush - for the salvation of individuals or the repentance of cities - and sees God do it;

and if he sees God respond to his faith with answers, but he doesn’t act toward others in ways that would benefit them, he is nothing.  God’s Kingdom work may still flourish.  But, he himself is “nothing.”


Even if we could envision one person possessing all three gifts - prophecy (1 Thess. 5:19-20;1 Cor. 14:1-25), AND knowledge (1 Cor. 1:5; 8:1) AND faith (1 Cor. 12:9) - without love, even the multiplication of gifts would not erase the deficit caused by lovelessness.


Lovelessness is tough to get around. Paul says that without love, the most gifted, knowledgeable, faithful person in the world is worth exactly zero!  Hence the formula: Prophecy + Knowledge + Faith - Love = 0

Other gifts come to Paul’s mind as he writes.  He wants to be brief, but also wants to cover all the bases as he extols the excellencies of love.  So, he mentions acts of benevolence in verse 3 to wrap up this section.

Love Is Better Than Sacrifice And Generosity (v. 3)


“And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned,
 but do not have love, it profits me nothing.” (v. 3)

The Beauty of Benevolence and Self-Sacrifice


The first part of this verse refers to commendable philanthropy, while the last part mentions the pinnacle of sacrifice.  He may have in mind purposeful martyrdom (as in the case of the three Hebrew youths who gave themselves up to the fire rather than worship Nebuchadnezzar’s image in the book of Daniel) or some other means of giving oneself up to a painful death for a great cause.


Verse three turns our thoughts to someone who ministers to the needs of people who are in desperate need, to someone who is involved in an especially self-denying activity.


There is an undeniable beauty to philanthropy and benevolence.  Even the verb form Paul uses for “give” here implies personal distribution to many, AND that the act of benevolence in view is done once for all.  This person has given it all away!  


But, these acts, as commendable as they may be, do not, in and of themselves, define love.  At least hypothetically, Paul can picture such acts of sacrifice being done without love.

The Potential Bankruptcy of Benevolence and Self-Sacrifice


I have been challenged this week as I have studied and meditated on the first two verses of this passage.  The challenge for me has been to ensure that I choose to act toward others in ways that will bless them.  I have been moved to think of ways to go out of my way to bring God’s touch to the people around me.


But, if the first two verses have brought me challenge, verse three has brought me confusion.  Based on the first two verses (and a whole lot of others passages) I was defining love as essentially “seeking God’s best for someone else.”  Love is choosing to act in ways that bless someone else, just as Jesus did when He chose to go to the cross.  And, I do think that is a huge piece of what love is all about.


But, verse three suggests that it is possible to act in a self-sacrificing, others-blessing kind of way and STILL be without love.  My definition, my understanding of love, evidently needed to be expanded.


I have discovered from verse 3 that noble sufferings, philanthropy, and personal sacrifice do not, in and of themselves, define love.  Love is  a choice to bring God’s blessings to another person, to be sure; but it is not a grudging choice.   There is a certain eagerness about it.


Look again at the example of Jesus.  The Lord may well have shuddered at the horror of the cross in the Garden of Gethsemene, but He was still unalterably committed to bringing salvation to men, women, boys and girls, by His death.  
His heart was for us, therefore the sacrifice He made was a willing sacrifice.


Verse 3 challenges me to accept the possibility that even when I am sacrificing myself for another by giving away all my possessions, even when I am making decisions to promote another’s best interests, I may STILL not be loving.  That is, my heart may still not be full of concern and compassion for that person.


And let me tell you - I have not arrived!  I am not now the loving person I now realize God wants me to be.


In this, I should not be surprised that I am coming up somewhat short of the mark of love.  Nor should you be surprised if you have realized this morning that you have a ways to go before you love perfectly.  That is because what we are being urged to do when we are urged to love, is to live the life of Jesus.  And this we cannot do unless God works in our hearts.


The core of what is involved in becoming a loving person is dependent on God working in my heart.  It is only God who can keep me from being prideful when I am acting benevolently and sacrificially.  It is only God who can keep me from using my good deeds manipulatively to put myself in a position of getting paid back.  It is only God who can keep me un-self-consciously focused on the need of the other person.


I can’t give a “How To Love” sermon here because what this is all about involves much more than simply learning a technique.  It involves becoming a different kind of person.  And that work of transformation is dependent on the grace of God, a grace on which we must rely and with which we are called to cooperate.

Conclusion:  
Seeing as how loving God and our neighbor is the greatest commandment God has given us (Deuteronomy 6; Matthew 22:34-40) and seeing that God is love (1 John 4:7-8), it follows that learning to love well is the greatest thing God’s child can give himself or herself to do.  It is this line of reasoning that led Paul to pen 1 Corinthians 13.

The words of this great chapter challenge us to look beyond selfishness to a decision to act with the purpose of bringing God’s blessings to another person.  AND, to move beyond the performance of outwardly fine actions - eloquence of speech, skill in preaching, mountain-moving faith, sacrifice in benevolence - to ask God to make us willing lovers, joyful lovers, enthusiastic lovers, because our hearts are for those we are seeking to love.

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, so you should love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

If the mark of the disciple of Jesus Christ is love, then so should the mark of the church of Jesus Christ be love.  Let’s pray that God would not only make of us loving individuals, but a loving congregation!

� So Paul dismissed the importance of baptism in favor of the much greater value of preaching Christ and His cross.


� Because of the exalted nature of the prose, some have questioned whether or not this chapter existed prior to the writing of the letter to the Corinthians.  Perhaps, but that would neither detract from its inspiration or impact, as it “fits” perfectly with the context of the chapter.  There is no need in any case to question Paul’s authorship.


� One author writes, “The balance of the sentences and the point and power of the vocabulary are seldom equaled by Paul, or indeed in Greek literature generally.”


� Robertson would put v. 31 with chapter 13.


� The way of love has already been laid down in 8:1 concerning the question of meats offered to idols.


� Verses 1-3 describe the qualitative superiority of love over against anything else we might think of; verses 4-8a give us a description of love; and verses 8b-13 detail the lasting value of love.


� Or, as the new paraphrase of the New Testament, The Message, has it, “If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.”


� Especially in light of the context, when we read the word “tongues” in this verse, we should understand that in some way, Paul is referencing the spiritual gift of tongues, as that has been a major topic in the previous discussion, and will be even more so in the one to follow.


� Third class conditional sentence in the Greek.


� I believe that this gift was distributed by the Holy Spirit during the early days of the church for reasons unique to that era.


� It has been argued persuasively that the Corinthians’ view of spirituality had a lot to do with their sense that they had entered into the realm of angels.  This would explain their rejection of sexual life and sexual roles (7:1-7; 11:2-16) and their denial of a future bodily existence (15:12, 35).  Hence the high value placed on this gift of “angelic speech.”


� Some rabbis maintained that the tongues of angels was Hebrew!


� To be “a noisy gong” was a proverbial expression for an empty talker in the first century.


� In fact, the picture is worse than that.  The noisy gong and clanging cymbal were not only metaphors for hollow, empty sounds.  They were instruments expressly associated with the pagan cults.  Perhaps Paul’s point is precisely that to speak in tongues with no concern for building up the community, is not merely to speak unintelligible words; it makes one sound like the empty, hollow noises of pagan worship!  It is worse than empty philosophizing and meaningless.


� Robertson is not certain that agape ever appeared before the writing of the LXX or perhaps before the New Testament.  If it was used prior to and outside of biblical contexts, it rarely was.  The content of the word was defined by the biblical authors.


� In chapter 12, Paul assigned the place of least importance to tongues-speaking.  In chapter 13, he mentions it first and ascends from there to the gifts which involve a greater degree of consciousness.


� The Message reads, “If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all His mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump!,” and it jumps, but don’t love, I’m nothing.” 


� Paul is likely alluding to Jesus’ comments about mountain-moving, but not from the Gospels, as the Gospels hadn’t been written yet!  Barrett does not think that Paul has Jesus’ words in mind at all when he writes about mountain moving faith, but is just reflecting a common proverbial saying.


� Some commentators believe that Paul was referencing a well-known act of self-emolation, recorded in these words, “Zarmano-chegas, an Indian from Bargosa, according to the traditional customs of the Indians, made himself immortal and lies here.” (Barclay, op. cit. p. 132)


� Again, the Message reads, “If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere.  So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.” 





